
LETTERS FROM LODWAR 

Dear Friends, 

 

I want to tell you about the wonderful visit of Bishop 

Paul Bradley, Msgr. Mike Hazard and Rev. Fr. John 

Peter Ambrose to Kenya. First of all, I want to thank 

God for making this visit happen. Everything worked 

out very well; all the planning, the execution of the-

:plan, the actual travel to various destinations - 

especially Masai Mara and the visit to the Diocese of 

Lodwar itself. 

It was an exceptional visit because normally you 

don't have a bishop and his Vicar travelling oversees 

together and at the same time. Therefore it was a great 

trust, on the part of Bishop Bradley, in the providence of 

God knowing that Christ Himself is the Chief Shepherd 

of the Diocese. I am sure the Diocese of Kalamazoo 

was well looked after even when the Bishop is away. 

For me here in Lodwar, the presence of these dear men 

of God fulfilled a great longing that I have had. Having 

enjoyed always the wonderful hospitality of the people of Kalamazoo, the coming of Bishop 

Bradley, Msgr. Mike and Fr. John Peter gave me the opportunity to reciprocate the God-given 

friendship that has always existed among us. This friendship goes back to 1996 when I first 

came to United States and was welcomed warmly by Msgr. Mike and the people of Kalamazoo. 

That love and friendship was cemented even more by the visit. The longing in my heart has now 

been fulfilled for I have been visited. 

A natural consequence of this fraternal relationship has been the idea of consolidating this 

friendship with a "sister Diocese" relationship. The coming of Bishop Bradley and the two priests 

marked the concrete beginning of this communion and solidarity between the Diocese of 

Kalamazoo and the Diocese of Lodwar. I believe this was not just by chance, but a design of 

God that will enrich the faithful of the two dioceses. 

We realized that we have a lot in common. For example the Cathedral of Lodwar is called St. 

Augustine. The Cathedral of Kalamazoo is also St. Augustine. The Catholic population is almost 

the same in the two Dioceses. There are also differences, especially the fact that we, here in 

Lodwar, are still at the level of primary evangelization. We are still setting up structures and we 

are still laying the foundation of so many things. One of the places our visitors went to was 

Queen of Peace Primary School which is the first Catholic School in the Diocese. 

A wonderful event that we attended was a peace rally involving the Turkana and Pokot 

communities who have been at war with one another for centuries. The Catholics on both sides 

have resolved to build lasting peace among the people and that is why they decided to march 

for peace in the Parish of Kainuk near the border of the Pokot and the Turkana. 

One of the things that our visitors enjoyed was the local traditional songs and dance. The 

Turkana people love to sing and dance hence making the Holy Mass very lively. People here 

praise God with their bodies, hands and legs and they make joyful noise to the Lord all the time. 
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Despite the many challenges the people are facing, there is a lot of joy and happiness. It is very 

clear to me now since I came to the Diocese of Lodwar that it is not so much in having, but 

being that gives meaning and joy to our lives. The people here have very little, but they are 

generous with what they have and with their own lives. There is real and genuine expression of 

joy and happiness towards others and people are always willing to share what they have. 

I hope and pray that the coming of Bishop Bradley, Msgr. Mike and Fr. John Peter will open 

the door to many visitors from Kalamazoo who would like to come and have such a similar 

experience. If they made it to Lodwar, why not you? Come and share our joy with us. Come and 

enrich us by your presence, for we have an African saying that, "the home that welcomes 

visitors is very warm". Therefore we want to experience this warmth and togetherness as you 

come to visit and stay with us for some days. 

Lastly I wish to notify you that there is a visitor we are waiting for - the visitor from heaven 

who is the Child Jesus. May you receive Him warmly and with lots of love during this Christmas. 

As you see the Child Jesus, remember the children of Lodwar. Most of them will not be 

fortunate to enjoy the material side of Christmas because they have no food to eat and they 

have no Father Christmas to give them gifts. One thing which we all wish you is what the angels 

told the shepherd: PEACE TO ALL PEOPLE OF GOOD WILL. PEACE BE WITH YOU ALL. 


